Lecture 23 – The Renaissance in Italy and Beyond

Summary
In this class we focus on the story of the Renaissance in Italy and beyond, culminating in the tale of Johannes Kepler and his attempts to understand the shapes of planetary orbits in the late 16th and early 17th century. 

Vocabulary

Apollo 11
Renaissance
Jacob Burkhardt
Michelangelo
Donato Bramante
Leonardo da Vinci
“Vitruvian Man”
Dante
Divine Comedy
Roger Bacon
Niccolò Machiavelli
The Prince
Johannes Kepler
Ptolemaic Model
Copernican Model
Zodiac Circle
Astrology
Platonic Solids
Tycho Brahe
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Prologue: The Apollo 11 Moon Landing (1969)

The Renaissance as a Rebirth of Classical Forms from Antiquity
	Jacob Burkhardt’s The Civilization of the Renaissance in Italy (1860)
	Michaelangelo (1470-1564) and Bramante (1444-1514)
Leonardo da Vinci (1452-1519)

The Renaissance as Continuity from the Middle Ages
	Medieval Counterparts to the Renaissance: Dante (1265-1321) and Roger Bacon (1220-1292)
	Economic and Legal Origins
		Latin, Greek, Hebrew, and the Emergence of Philology
	Niccoló Machiavelli’s The Prince (1532)
	Botticelli, Raphael, Donatello, and El Greco (15th-16th centuries)

The Renaissance as the Beginning of the Modern World: The Life and Times of Johannes Kepler
	The Zodiac Circle, Platonic Solids and Planetary Orbits
	“Waging War on Mars”: The Observational Data of Tycho Brahe
	Mars’s Orbit as an Ellipse
	Keppler’s Three Laws

Epilogue: Kepler’s Somnium: A 16th Century Journey to the Moon
